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The 1978 STCW Convention — Introduction

The 1978 STCW Convention was the first to estalidesic requirements on training, certifcation avalchkeeping for seafarers on
an international level. Previously the standardsairfiing, certification and watchkeeping of offs@nd ratings were established by
individual governments, usually without referenagtactices in other countries. As a result statsdand procedures varied widely,
even though shipping is the most internationalldhalustries.

The Convention prescribes minimum standards regdbntraining, certification and watchkeeping feaarers which countries are
obliged to meet or exceed.

The Convention did not deal with manning levelsQMrovisions in this area are covered by regulati8rof Chapter V ofthe
International Convention for the Safety of LifeS#a (SOLAS), 1974, whose requirements are backdxy ugsolution A.890@21)
Principles of safe manning, adopted by the IMO Adsg in 1999, which replaced an earlier resoluthod81(XIl) adopted in 1981.

The Articles of the Convention include requirememdsting to issues surrounding certification amdt [State control.

One especially important feature ofthe Conventgatiat it applies to ships of non-party Statesmwisiting ports of States which
are Parties to the Convention. Article X requiresti@s to apply the control measures to shipd dfgls to the extent necessary to
ensure that no more favourable treatment is gigeships entitled to fly the flag of a State whishniot a Party than is given to ships
entitled to fly the flag of a State that is a Party

The difi culties which could arise for ships of &swhich are not Parties to the Convention isreason why the Convention has

received such wide acceptance. By December 2005 TICW Convention had 135 Parties, representing33¥ercent of world
shipping tonnage.

The 1978 Convention — Chapter |
The technical provisions ofthe 1978 Conventioncargained in an Annex, divided into six Chapters:

The 1978 Convention - Chapter I:General provisions
Includes a list of definitions of terms used in #mmex. Regulation 1/2 deals with the content efdértificate and endorsement form.
All certificates must include a translation intodtish, if that is not the official language of tlesuing country.



The 1978 Convention - Chapter Il: Master-deck depament

The Chapter establishes basic principles to beradxdén keeping a navigational watch, covering songiters as watch
arrangements, fitness for duty, navigation, navgat equipment, navigational duties and respotisés, the duties of the look-out,
navigation with a pilot on board and protectiorihef marine environment.

The regulations include mandatory minimum requirgsdor certificating masters and chief mates;cétification of officers in
charge of a navigational watch; and for certifioatdf deck ratings forming part of a navigationaltetr. The regulations also include
basic principles to be observed in keeping watchart and mandatory minimum requirements for a tvatcport on ships carrying
hazardous cargo.

The 1978 Convention - Chapter Ill: Engine departmen

Includes basic principles to be observed in keepimgngineering watch; mandatory minimum requirgshé&nm certification of chief
engineer officers and second engineer officers;daamy minimum requirements for certification ofameer officers in charge ofa
watch in a traditionally manned engine room or giegied duty officers in a periodically unmannedieagoom; requirements to
ensure the continued proficiency and updating ofedge for engineer officers; mandatory minimunguieements for ratings
forming part of an engine room watch.

The 1978 Convention - Chapter IV: Radio department

Notes that mandatory provisions relating to radatcwkeeping are set forth in the ITU Radio Regatatiand safety radio
watchkeeping and maintenance provisions are indlid¢he same regulations and in SOLAS. The Chapt&TCW includes
mandatory minimum requirements for certificationradio officers; provisions designed to ensuredir@inued proficiency and
updating of knowledge of radio officers; and minimmuequirements for certification of radiotelephaperators.

The 1978 Convention - Chapter V: Special requiremes for tankers

The Chapter was designed to ensure that ofi cetgaiings who are to have specific duties relavethé cargo and cargo equipment
of tankers shall have completed an appropriateedinased fre-ighting course; and have completdteean appropriate period of
shipboard service or an approved familiarizationrse. Requirements are more stringent for mastersenior officers. Attention is
paid not only to safety aspects but also to patupirevention. The Chapter contains three reguistaealing with oil tankers,
chemical tankers and liquefied gas tankers, reisgbet

The 1978 Convention - Chapter VI: Proficiency in swival craft
The Chapter establishes requirements governingsiueng of certificates of proficiency in survivaaft. An appendix lists the
minimum knowledge required for the issue of certites of proficiency.

Resolutions adopted by the 1978 Conference

The 1978 Conference which adopted the STCW Conweiatso adopted a number of resolutions designégdk up the Convention
itself The resolutions, which are recommendataiyer than mandatory, incorporate more details stoaene of the Convention
regulations.

Resolution 1 - Basic principles to be observedeapkng a navigational watch. An annex containc@menendation on operational
guidance for officers in charge of a navigationatah.

Resolution 2 - Operational guidance for engineécas in charge of an engineering watch. An artioethe resolution deals with
engineering watch underway and at an unsheltergibaage.

Resolution 3 - Principles and operational guiddniceeck oficers in charge of a watch in port. &etd recommendations are
contained in an annex.

Resolution 4 - Principles and operational guiddnicengineer officers in charge of an engineeriragalr in port. Recommendations
are in an annex.

Resolution 5 - Basic guidelines and operationatignice relating to safety radio watchkeeping andhtaaance for radio officers. A
comprehensive annex is divided into basic guidsliared safety radio watchkeeping and maintenance.

Resolution 6 - Basic guidelines and operationatignice relating to safety radio watchk eeping fororadlephone operators.

Resolution 7 - Radio operators. Four recommendsitéve annexed to this resolution dealing with [@imum requirements for
certification of radio ofificers; (ii) minimum reg@iments to ensure the continued proficiency andhtiipgl of knowledge for radio
operators; (iii) basic guidelines and operationgbgnce relating to safety radio watchk eeping aaéhtenance for radio operators;
and (iv) training for radio operators.

Resolution 8 - Additional training for ratings foimg part of a navigational watch. Recommends theh satings be trained in use
and operation of appropriate bridge equipment asilclrequirements for the prevention of pollution.

Resolution 9 - Minimum requirements for a ratingnioated as the assistant to the engineer officehange of the watch.
Recognizes that suitable training arrangementsatr avidely available. Detailed requirements aretamed in an annex.



Resolution 10 - Training and qualifications of oéfrs and ratings of oil tankers. Refers to resotu8 adopted by the International
Conference on Tanker Safety and Pollution Prevanti878 (T SPP), which deals with the improvemerstafidards of crews on
tankers. Recommendation in annex.

Resolution 11 - Training and qualifications of odfrs and ratings of chemical tankers.

Resolution 12 - Training and qualifcations of neast officers and ratings of liquefied gas tankers.

Resolution 13 - Training and qualifications of off's and ratings of ships carrying dangerous amdrtiaus cargo other than in bulk.
Resolution 14 - Training for radio officers. Detallrecommendations in annex.

Resolution 15 - Training for radiotelephone opegato

Resolution 16 - Technical assistance for the tngjrand qualif cations of masters and other resppd@giersonnel of oil, chemical and
liguefied gas tankers. Refers to requirements verak Convention regulations and recognizes tlaitrg facilities may be limited

in some countries. Urges Governments which canigecassistance to do so.- Back to top

Resolution 17 - Additional training for masters aiief mates of large ships and of ships with ualswanoeuvring characteristics.
Is designed to assist those moving to ships oftipe fom smaller vessels, where characteristiag be quite different.

Resolution 18 - Radar simulator training. Recomnseiiat such training be given to all masters arutt déicers.

Resolution 19 - Training of seafarers in personaigal techniques. A recommendation is annexed.

Resolution 20 - Training in the use of collisioroalance aids.

Resolution 21 - International Certificate of Congmely. Invites IMO to develop a standard form arié for this certifi cate.
Resolution 22 - Human relationships. Emphasizesrtiportance to safety of good human relationshigtsveen seafarers on board.

Resolution 23 - Promotion of technical co-op eratiBecords appreciation of IMO's work in assistimgealoping countries to
establish maritime training facilities in conformivith global standards of training and invites thiganization to intensify its efforts
with a view to promoting universal acceptance anglementation of the STCW Convention.

Amendment Procedure
Amendments to the 1978 STCW Convention's techinalex may be adopted by a Conference of STCW Rartidy IMO's
Maritime Safety Committee, expanded to includeCalhtracting Parties, some of whom may not be mesntfthe Organization.

Amendments to the STCW Annex will normally entewoiforce one and a halfyears atter being commtetdct all Parties unless,
in the meantime, they are rejected by one-thirthefParties or by Parties whose combined feeresept 50 per cent of world
tonnage.

The 1991 amendments

Adoption: 22 May 1991
Entry into force: 1 December 1992

The amendments were mostly concerned with additiegairements made necessary by the implementafitive Global Maritime
Distress and Safety System (GMDSS).

The 1994 amendments
Adoption: 25 May 1994
Entry into force: 1 January 1996

The amendments replaced Chapter V on special ricaifoi crews on tankers.

The 1995 amendments
Adoption: 7 July 1995
Entry into force: 1 February 1997

The 1995 amendments, adopted by a Conferences espieel a major revision of the Convention, in raspao a recognized need to
bring the Convention up to date and to responditicwho pointed out the many vague phrases, saclio the satisfaction of the
Administration”, which resulted in different integtations being made.



Others complained that the Convention was nevdoramly applied and did not impose any strict obligas on Parties regarding
implementation. The 1995 amendments entered inte on 1 February 1997. However, until 1 Febru&92 Parties may continue
to issue, recognize and endorse certificates wapgiied before that date in respect of seafarers lvdgan training or seagoing
service before 1 August 1998.

One of the major features ofthe revision was tlisin of the technical annex into regulationsyided into Chapters as before, and
a new STCW Code, to which many technical regulatioave been transferred. Part A of the Code is atandwhile Part B is
recommended.

Dividing the regulations up in this way makes adistiiation easier and it also makes the task o$iegiand updating them more
simple: for procedural and legal reasons therevigaed to call a ull conference to make changesddes.

Some of the most important amendments adoptedeéd@ dnference concern Chapter | - General Provisibhey include thee
following:

Ensuring compliance with the Convention

Parties to the Convention are required to provietaited information to IMO concerning administratimeasures taken to ensure
compliance with the Convention. This representedftht time that IMO had been called upon to agatlation to compliance and
implementation - generally, implementation is ddwarhe lag States, while port State control alsts o ensure compliance. Under
Chapter |, regulation 1/7 of the revised ConventiBarties are required to provide detailed inforomato IMO concerning
administrative measures taken to ensure compliafitbethe Convention, education and training coursestification procedures and
other factors relevant to implementation.

By 1 August 1998 - the deadline for submissiomi@fim ation established in section A-1/7 of the ST ©@&de - 82 out of the 133
STCW Parties had communicated information on coamgk with the requirements of the revised Convanfide 82 Parties which
met the deadline represent well over 90% of thddiships and seafarers.

The information is reviewed by panels of compefmrsons, nominated by Parties to the STCW Conwentibo report on their
findings to the IMO Secretary-General, who, in tueports to the Maritime Safety Committee (MSCYlom Parties which fully
comply. The MSC then produces a list of Partiesompliance with the 1995 amendments.

The first list of countries was approved by the M&Q@ts 73rd session held fom 27 November to GBdaer 2000 — it included 71
countries and one Associate Member of IMO.

Port State control

The revised Chapter | includes enhanced procedoreserning the exercise of port State to allownrgetion in the case of
deficiencies deemed to pose a danger to persomgerpy or the environment (regulation 1/4). This take place if certificates are
not in order or ifthe ship is involved in a coitis or grounding, if there is an illegal dischagfesubstances (causing pollution) or if
the ship is manoeuvred in an erratic or unsafe elareic.

Other regulations in chapter | include:
Measures are introduced for watchkeeping persaongtevent fatigue.

Parties are required to establish procedures ¥astigating acts by persons to whom they have issertificates that endanger
safety or the environment. Penalties and otheiplisary measures must be prescribed and enfortegterthe Convention is not
complied with.

Technical innovations, such as the use of simuddtortraining and assessment purposes have bamgnieed. Simulators are
mandatory for training in the use of radar and matc radar plotting aids (regulation /12 and isectA-1/12 of the STCW Code).

Parties are required to ensure that training,fication and other procedures are continuously nooed by means of a quality
standards system (regulation 1/8).

Every master, officer and radio operator are regliat intervals not exceeding five years to meetithess standards and the levels
of professional competence contained in SectiofilA-bfthe STCW Code. In order to assess the megdvalidation of certificates
ater 1 February 2002, Parties must compare timelatds of competence previously required with thepseifed in the appropriate
certificate in part A ofthe STCW Code. If necegséhe holders of certificates may be requiredndergo training or refresher
courses (regulation 1/11).

Chapter II: Master and deck department
The Chapter was revised and updated.

Chapter Ill: Engine department
The Chapter was revised and updated.

Chapter IV: Radiocommunication and radio personnel
The Chapter was revised and updated.



Chapter V: Special training requirements for persbron certain types of ships

Special requirements were introduced concerningréiiging and qualifications of personnel on baarglo passenger ships.
Previously the only special requirements in the @ation concerned crews on tankers. This changaweake in response to
proposals made by the Panel of Experts set upotoiitio ro-ro safety following the capsize and smgkof the ferry Estonia in
September 1994. Crews on ro-ro ferries have tavedrining in technical aspects and also in crand crisis management and
human behaviour.

Chapter VI: Emergency, occupational safety, mediaaé and survival functions

The Chapter incorporates the previous Chapter ¥didfency in survival cratt and includes mandatamnimum requirements for
familiarization, basic safety training and instrantfor all seafarers; mandatory minimum requiretador the issue of certificates of
proficiency in survival crat, rescue boats and fascue boats; mandatory minimum requirementgdiming in advanced
frefighting; and mandatory minimum requirementigtiag to medical first aid and medical care.

Chapter VII: Alternative certification

Regulations regarding alternative certificatiorsggknown as the functional approach) are includeal mew Chapter VII. This
involves enabling crews to gain training and degtifon in various departments of seafaring rathan being confined to one branch
(such as deck or engine room) for their entire @afdthough it is a relatively new concept, the 8@0nference was anxious not to
prevent its development. At the same time, the G&apter is intended to ensure that safety andrthieoament are not threatened in
any way. The use of equivalent educational anditrgiarrangements is permitted under article IX.

Chapter VIII: Watchkeeping
Measures were introduced for watchkeeping persdiongievent fatigue. Administrations are requiredestablish and enforce rest
periods for watchkeeping personnel and to ensatevthtch systems are so arranged that the effigiehwatchk eeping personnel is

not impaired by fatigue.

The STCW Code
The regulations contained in the Convention argsnpd by sections in the STCW Code. Generallyldpgathe Convention
contains basic requirements which are then enlanged and explained in the Code.

Part A ofthe Code is mandatory. The minimum staiglaf competence required for seagoing persomedjjigen in detail ina
series oftables. Chapter Il of the Code, for eXamgeals with standards regarding the master aokl department.

Part B ofthe Code contains recommended guidanaehvid intended to help Parties implement the Cotige. The measures
suggested are not mandatory and the examples greamnly intended to illustrate how certain Coni@ntequirements may be
complied with. However, the recommendations in g@gnepresent an approach that has been harmohizdiscussions within IMO
and consultation with other international organas.

The 1997 Amendments
Adoption: June 1997
Entry into force: 1 January 1999

The amendments concern training for personnel eegoager ships. The amendments include an addifRegallation V/3 in Chapter
V on Mandatory minimum requirements for the traghand qualifications of masters, officers, ratiagsl other personnel on
passenger ships other than ro-ro passenger shi{mef additions are also made to the STCW Coderiogg Crowd management
training; Familiarization training; Safety trainifgr personnel providing direct service to passengepassenger spaces; Passenger
safety; and Crisis management and human behavanirtg.

The 1998 Amendments
Adoption: 9 December 1998 Entry into force: huky 2003 (under tacit acceptance)

Amendments to the STCW Code are aimed at impravilmgmum standards of competence of crews, in pdeiaelating to cargo
securing, loading and unloading on bulk carrienscesthese procedures have the potential to puieisttesses on the ship's
structure. The amendments concern sections A4idLAall/2 under "Cargo handling and stowage atdperational and management
levels".

The White List

The first so-called “White List” of countries deethi be giving “ull and complete effect” to thevimed STCW Convention (STCW
95) was published by IMO following the 73rd sessdbthe Organization’s Maritime Safety CommitteeSM), meeting from 27
November to 6 December 2000.

It is expected that ships ying flags of countrikat are not on the White List will be increasin¢drgeted by Port State Control
inspectors. A Flag state Party that is on the Whitsemay, as a matter of policy, elect not to pteseafarers with certificates issued
by non White List countries for service on its shiffit does accept such seafarers, they willdogiired by 1 February 2002 also to
have an endorsement, issued by the 1ag statdyow that their certificate is recognized by thg tdate.

By 1 February 2002, masters and officers should BAICW 95 certificates or endorsements issued bylap State. Certificates
issued and endorsed under the provisions of th8 $97CW Convention will be valid until their expidate.
The list will be kept under review and may be adtteds other countries meet the criteria for indns



